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Nevada Earth / Space Science Initiative
Funded by a Nevada State Math Science Partnership grant from the Nevada State Department of Education.

Are you interested in learning Earth / space science content in a 
hands-on inquiry format both in the classroom and in the field? Are you interested in gaining tons of activities to enrich your teaching of Earth Science?  If so, this workshop is for you!  
The Nevada Earth / Space Science Initiative (NESSI) is a program designed to enhance the conceptual and activity‑related Earth and space science content for Elementary and Middle School teachers in Northern Nevada.  


The program this year will include a week of hands-on classroom activities in Earth Science and a week in Lassen, CA. exploring the geology of Lassen Volcanic National Park. Teachers will get tons of classroom materials as well as opportunities to collect fossils, rocks, and minerals.
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The Nevada Earth / Space Science Initiative (NESSI) Grant is a cooperative effort between the University of Nevada, Reno, College of Education, College of Science (Mackay School of Earth Sciences and Physics Department), Washoe County School District and the Northwest Regional Professional Development Program (NWRPDP).  Additional partners in the project are the Desert Research Institute, Nevada Mining Association (Minerals Education Committee), Newmont Mining Corporation, and Barrick Gold Corporation. The NESSI workshops target 6th grade teachers with a responsibility to teach Earth Science (Elementary or Middle Level).  Second priority will be to any teachers responsible for teaching Earth / Space science grades 2-10 within the northern Nevada school districts.

Lead Instructors: University of Nevada, Reno- David T. Crowther, (UNR, College of Education) D.D. LaPointe, (Nevada Bureau of Mines & Geology, Mackay School of Earth Sciences and Engineering), Rachel Dolbier (W. M. Keck Earth Science and Mineral Engineering Museum), Dan Ruby (UNR Planetarium), Dave Bennum (UNR Physics), Kelly Cannon, Washoe County School District (WCSD), K12 Science Coordinator, and Lou Loftin, Northwest Regional Professional Development Program (NWRPDP).

Class Schedule: July 09 – July 20, 2012 

July 09 – 13 Classroom Instruction at UNR 

Room 2026 of the College of Education, UNR
[image: image4.wmf]July 15 – 20 Field Based Learning 

(Lassen Volcanic National Park, & Winnemucca, NV.)

2 follow-up dates – tentatively - (Aug 11 & Aug. 25)

 2012 Summer Session for 3 Graduate Credits
2012 – 2013 Academic Session for 1 credit
Grant will pay 100% of the tuition!
How do I get to do this: Unfortunately, we can only accommodate 30 teachers in each level of the workshop.  The registration number will be suppressed - so in order to guarantee a spot – Fill out the registration form.  Applications will be accepted on a first come - first served basis with special emphasis given to 6th grade teachers in high risk schools.   Please type or print legibly and return ASAP.  Applicants will be notified of their status as soon as possible, but no later than Friday, May 04, 2012 or as forms are received and processed.  APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED STARTING IMMEDIATELY- THROUGH MAY 15 2012.
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Please submit application via E-mail (Attachments in Word) or by regular mail or Fax To: 

David T. Crowther. Ph.D. / College of Education, Mail Stop 280 (775) 682-7532 (WORK)
University of Nevada, Reno / Reno, NV 89557. FAX (775) 327-5345 crowther@unr.edu
For a NESSI Application, visit:  http://wolfweb.unr.edu/homepage/crowther/

 NESSI 2012 Application: 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: _______________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________

School Name & District: ________________________________/______________________________

School Phone: _______________________________________________________________________

Grade Level & Subjects Taught: ________________________________________________________

Ethnicity of School Population (in %): _____________________________________________________

Other Participants in Team Applying: 

Applying for Level I _________, or Level II __________, or Level III _______(NESSI All STARS)
Please PRINT OR TYPE the answer to questions below to the best of your ability.

You may use additional paper if you feel it necessary.

1. What particular Earth / space science concepts are areas of weakness that you would like to strengthen?

2. What areas of science are you responsible for teaching?

3. After successfully completing this workshop, how would you be willing to share ideas with your colleagues, locally, statewide and/or nationally? 
4. Would you be willing to collect student learning samples from your students regarding NESSI related content?
Send your application along with the applications of other member(s) of your team to: 

David T. Crowther, NESSI 2012, College of Education - Mail stop 280, 

University of Nevada-Reno, Reno, NV 89557.

Phone (775) 682-7532, E-mail: crowther@unr.edu or fax to (775) 327-5345.

