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Associate Professor of Sociology
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EDUCATION

Ph.D., Sociology, Johns Hopkins University, 1995.

Dissertation: "Work, Family, Welfare Receipt, and Self-Esteem During the Transition to

Adulthood." Dissertation Advisors: Dr. Doris Entwisle and Dr. Andrew Cherlin.

M.A., Sociology, Ohio State University, 1990. Master's Thesis: "Career Disruption Effects on Early Wages: A Comparison of Mothers and Non-Mothers."

Thesis Advisor: Dr. Toby L. Parcel.

B.A., Sociology, Ohio State University, 1988, summa cum laude with distinction in Sociology.  Senior Honor's Thesis: "Structural Determinants of Homelessness in U.S. Cities." Thesis Advisor: Dr. Lauren Krivo.

PRIMARY RESEARCH AND TEACHING AREAS

Social Psychology

Medical Sociology

Sociology of Mental Health

Sociology of Education

Survey Research Design and Analysis
PUBLICATIONS

Elliott, Marta and R.David Hayward.  Forthcoming.  Religion and Well-Being in a Church without a Creed.  Mental Health, Religion, & Culture.
Elliott, Marta.  Forthcoming.  “Gender Differences in the Causes of Work and 

Family Strain Among Academic Faculty.”  Stress, Trauma, and Crisis.

Bennett, Kymberly and Marta Elliott.  Forthcoming. “Depressive Symptoms and Health

among Cardiovascular Disease Patients in Cardiac Rehabilitation Programs.” Journal of 

Applied Social Psychology.
Bennett, Kymberly and Marta Elliott.  Forthcoming.  “Pessimistic Explanatory Style and Cardiac Health: What is the Nature of the Relation and the Mechanism that Links Them?” Basic and Applied Social Psychology.
Bennett, Patrick, Marta Elliott and Danya Peters.  2005.  “Teacher and 

Family effects on Children’s Social Skills and Behavioral Problems in Kindergarten.”  

The Elementary School Journal, 105, (5):461-480.
Jambor, Edina and Marta Elliott.  2005.  “Self-esteem and Coping Strategies Among Deaf Students.”  Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education 10 (1).

Elliott, Marta. 2003. “Work and Family Role Strain Among University Employees.”

Journal of Family and Economic Issues 24: 157-181.

Bennett, Kymberly and Marta Elliott. 2002. “Explanatory Style and Health: Mechanisms

Linking Pessimism to Illness.” Journal of Applied Social Psychology 32: 1-20.

Elliott, Marta. 2001. “Gender Differences in Causes of Depression.” Women and Health

33:163-177.
Elliott, Marta. 2000. “The Stress Process in Neighborhood Context.” Health and Place 6:287-299.

Elliott, Marta. 1998. “School Finance and Opportunities to Learn: Does Money Well Spent Enhance Students’ Achievement?” Sociology of Education 71 (3):223-245.

Elliott, Marta and John F. Packham. 1998. “When Do Single Mothers Work?: An Analysis of the 1990 U.S. Census Data.” Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare 25 (1): 39-60.

Elliott, Marta. 1996. “Impact of Work, Family and Welfare Receipt on Women’s Self-Esteem in Young Adulthood.” Social Psychology Quarterly 59 (1): 80-95.

Elliott, Marta and Toby Parcel. 1996. “The Determinants of Young Women’s Wages:

Comparing the Effects of Individual and Occupational Labor Market Characteristics.” Social Science Research 25:240-259.

Elliott, Marta and Lauren Krivo. 1991. "Structural Determinants of Homelessness in U.S.

Cities." Social Problems 38 (1):113-131.

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION

Elliott, Marta and Edina Jambor.  Culture and Distress: a Cross-National Analysis.  Being prepared for publication.

Bennett, Patrick and Marta Elliott.   Prayers about traumatic experiences as self-disclosure to God: Implications for health and well-being.  Article in preparation from completed dissertation of the first author (second author is dissertation advisor).

Bennett, Patrick and Marta Elliott. A new look at the relationship between 

religion and adolescent self-esteem.  Being revised.
Florea, Mihaela and Marta Elliott.  “When is Suicide Justified?  An Analysis of Chinese People’s Attitudes Toward Suicide.”  In preparation for submission to Culture, Medicine, & Anthropology.
CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS

Hearing Voices: Insights into the Experiences of the Acutely Mentally Ill: I am in the process of conducting in-depth qualitative interviews with adults who are patients in a therapeutic, patient-centered mental hospital.  These interviews will continue over the 2005-6 academic year.  The transcriptions will be analyzed for common themes and during the 2006-7 academic year I will write a manuscript addressing the experience of mental illness as spoken by the mentally ill themselves.
Mental Illness in the Movies: A Content Analysis of Thirty Years of Motion Pictures:  I am preparing to conduct a content analysis of the portrayal of characters with mental illness in film, in collaboration with Cheryl Maes.  We will be analyzing characters primarily in terms of how realistically and sympathetically they are portrayed from the audience’s point of view.  The results will document change in the dominant portrayal of mental illness in the movies over the past 30 years.
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

Suthahar, Jana and Marta Elliott.  “Asian-Indian Women’s Views of Mental Health.” Paper presented at the meetings of the American Sociological Association, August 2004, San Francisco, CA.
Elliott, Marta and Mihaela Florea.  “When is Suicide Justified?  An Analysis of Chinese People’s Attitudes Toward Suicide.”  Paper presented at the meetings of the International Institute of Sociology, July 2004, Beijing, PRC.

Elliott, Marta. “Neighborhoods and Health.” Presentation made to the students and faculty of the UNLV School of Dental Medicine, September 2003.

Bennett, Kymberly and Marta Elliott. “Depression and Health Among Patients in Cardiac

Rehabilitation.” Poster presented at the Society of Personality and Social Psychology Annual Conference, February 2003, Los Angeles, CA.

Elliott, Marta and Kymberly Bennett. “Social Support, Depression, and Recovery from Heart Disease.” Paper presented at the Eleventh International Conference on Personal Relationships, July 2002, Halifax.

Elliott, Marta. “Society and Health.” A presentation made to the students and faculty of the Department of Sociology, Sichuan University, Chengdu China, June 2002.

Bennett, Kymberly and Marta Elliott. “Explanatory style and cardiac rehabilitation: Psychosocial mechanisms linking pessimism to health.” Poster presented at the American

Psychological Society 14th Annual Convention, June 2002, New Orleans, Louisiana.

Bennett, Patrick and Marta Elliott. “The Role of Religion in Adolescent Self-Esteem.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Pacific Sociological Association, April 2002, Vancouver.

Jambor, Edina and Marta Elliott. “Stigma, Coping, and Self-Esteem among the Deaf.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Pacific Sociological Association, April 2002, Vancouver.
Elliott, Marta. “Culture and Distress: Determinants of Health and Well-Being in Individualist and Collectivist Societies.” Presented at the East/West Conference on Health and Well-Being, March, 2001, Katmandu, Nepal.

Elliott, Marta and Patrick Bennett. “Overcoming Social and Behavioral Problems in the

Kindergarten Classroom.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Western Social Science Association, April, 2001, Reno, NV.

Peters, Danya and Marta Elliott. “Differential Determinants of Childhood Behavioral Problems by Race-Ethnicity.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Western Social Science Association, April, 2001, Reno, NV.

Bennett, Patrick and Marta Elliott. “School Effects on Children’s Social and Behavioral

Problems. Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Pacific Sociological Association,

March, 2001, San Francisco, CA.

Peters, Danya and Marta Elliott. Race, Poverty, and Childhood Behavioral Problems: The Role of Protective Factors. Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Pacific Sociological Association, March, 2001, San Francisco, CA.

Elliott, Marta. Work and Family Inequalities and Mental Health. Presented at the annual

meetings of the Pacific Sociological Association, March ‘00, San Diego, CA.

Peters, Danya and Marta Elliott. “Unemployment, Gender, and Mental Health.” Presented at the annual meetings of the Pacific Sociological Association, March ‘00, San Diego, CA.

Elliott, Marta. Gender Inequality, “Work and Family Conflict, and Emotional Well-Being.” Presented at the Sloan Foundation biannual conference on Work and Family. March, ‘00, San Francisco, CA.

Elliott, Marta and Bryan Edelman. “Gender Differences in Causes of Depression.” Presented at the meetings of the American Sociological Association, Chicago, IL, August 1999.

Bennett, Kymberly and Marta Elliott. “Depression Mediates the Effect of Explanatory Style on Health.” Presented at the meetings of the American Psychological Society, Denver, CO, June 1999.

Elliott, Marta. “The Stress Process in Neighborhood Context.” Presented at the meetings of the Pacific Sociological Association, Portland, OR, April 1999.

Elliott, Marta. “Social Class, Stress, and Depression in an Ambience of Chance.” Presented at the American Sociological Association meetings, San Francisco, CA, August 1998.

Elliott, Marta and John F. Packham. “Socioeconomic Status and Health of Nevadans.”

Presented at the Pacific Sociological Association meetings, San Francisco, CA, April 1998.
Wallace, Colleen and Marta Elliott. “A Cross-National Comparison of Workplace Autonomy and Community Activism in the U.S., Sweden, and Japan.” Presented at the Pacific Sociological Association meetings, San Francisco, CA, April, 1998.

Packham, John F. and Marta Elliott. “The Social Psychology of Health Inequalities:

Socioeconomic Status, the Aging Process, and Health.” Presented at the American Public  Health Association meetings, Indianapolis, IN, November 1997.

Elliott, Marta. “School Finance and Opportunities to Learn.” Presented at the American

Sociological Association meetings, Toronto, Canada, August, 1997.

Elliott, Marta and John F. Packham. “Social Class and Smoking: A Social-Psychological Model of Tobacco Use in the US.” Presented at the Pacific Sociological Association meetings, San Diego, CA, April 1997.

Elliott, Marta and James McPartland. “The Effects of School District Spending Practices on Students’ Opportunities to Learn and Actual Achievement.” Presented at the Sociology of Education Association Conference, Pacific Grove, CA, February, 1996.

Elliott, Marta and John F. Packham. “The Determinants of Labor-Force Status Among Single Mothers Who Receive Public Assistance: An Analysis of the 1990 U.S. Census Data.” Presented at the meetings of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, Washington, D.C. 1995.

Elliott, Marta. "Work, Family, and Self-Conceptions: A Longitudinal Analysis of the

Determinants and Effects of Self-Esteem Among Young Women." Presented at the meetings of the American Sociological Association, Pittsburgh, 1992.

Elliott, Marta and Toby L. Parcel. "Career Disruption Effects on Early Wages: A Comparison of Mothers and Non-Mothers." Presented at the meetings of the American Sociological Association, Cincinnati, 1991.

Elliott, Marta and Lauren Krivo. “Structural Determinants of Homelessness in U.S. Cities." Presented at the meetings of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco, 1989.

GRANTS

Principal Investigator for a R21 submitted 2/1/05 to NINR within the NIH for a two-year 
period. “Clinical Decision-Making Among Northern Nevada Native Americans.” Total 
direct costs:  275K.  Collaborators:  Susan Gortner, Betty Dodson, and Noel Tiano. 

Recipient of grant of $11,891 from the Student Technology Fee Competition to set up a

Telephone and Internet Survey Research Laboratory for the Sociology Department and the Interdisciplinary PhD in Social Psychology Program, 2002.

Principal investigator on a research grant from the Spencer Foundation, June 1, 2000 -  May 31, 2001, $34,900. Project title: “School Effects on Children’s Social and Behavioral Problems in Kindergarten.”
Principal investigator on a research grant from the American Education Research Association, September 1996 through August 1997, $15,000. Project title: “School Finance and Opportunities to Learn.”

Junior faculty research grant from the Graduate School at the University of Nevada, Reno. July 1997 through June 30 1998, $10,000. Project title: “The Social Psychology of Health Inequalities: Socioeconomic Status, the Aging Process, and Health.”

Research grant from the Sanford Center on Aging, May 1997 through June 1998, $10,000, matching funds for “The Social Psychology of Health Inequalities: Socioeconomic Status, the Aging Process, and Health” (see above).

Research grant from the Sanford Center on Aging at the University of Nevada, Reno, Spring Semester 1999, $2000, to support continuing research on “Social Psychology of Health Inequalities.”

Teaching enhancement grants from the University of Nevada, Reno: $750 in 1998 and $1500 in 1997 to attend statistical workshops on survey research design and analysis.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Multi-level Structural Equation Modeling Workshop. Amsterdam, NL, March 1999.

Introduction to Structural Equation Modeling with Amos Workshop. SPSS, Inc, Washington, D.C. office. November, 1998.
Joint Program in Survey Methodology (University of Maryland and University of Michigan): Workshops on Intermediate Survey Sampling, March 1998, and Non-Response in Household Interview Surveys, June, 1998.

Ideas for Teachers, a semester-length weekly seminar for faculty of the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR), taught by UNR’s Director of the Excellence in Teaching Program, Dr. Meggin McIntosh, Fall 1998.

Institute on Statistical Analysis for Educational Policy (Hierarchical Linear Modeling Workshop with Dr. Stephen Raudenbush), held in conjunction with the American Educational Research Association in San Francisco, April 1995.

Workshop entitled “Studying Work and Family Life: Methodological Strategies in Secondary Data Analysis,” at the Henry A. Murray Research Center of Radcliffe College, June 1995.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Sociological Association

Asian Association of Social Psychology

Pacific Sociological Association

Society for Australasian Social Psychology

AWARDS AND HONORS

Faculty award of $295 to purchase Ethnograph 5.0 to analyze my qualitative interview data, Fall 2005.

Faculty International Development Award of $1,500 from the University Studies Abroad

Consortium to support study in Chengdu, China, June 2002.

Research Fellowship at the National Center for Education Statistics, 1995-6, funded by the American Educational Research Association.

"Honorable Mention" in National Science Foundation Fellowship Competition, 1990.

University Fellowship, Ohio State University, 1988-89.

Undergraduate Research Scholarship for Senior Honor's Thesis, Ohio State University 1988-89. "Most Outstanding Senior Sociology Major," Ohio State University, 1988.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  
Undergraduate Courses

Principles of Sociology 
Statistical Methods in Sociology 
Research Methods
Undergraduate/Graduate Courses

Research Methods
Graduate Courses

Research Methods 
Survey Research Methods
Self and Identity
Self, Identity and Health
Social Psychology and Health
Sociology of Mental Health

Society and Health 

SERVICE

American Sociological Association

Member, Nominations Committee of the Social Psychology Section of the American

Sociological Association, 2001-2.

Member, Council of the Social Psychology Section of the American Sociological

Association, 1998-01.

Member, Graduate Student Affairs Committee of the Social Psychology Section of the

American Sociological Association. 1997 to1998.

Pacific Sociological Association

Chair, Publications Committee, 2003-4.

Member, Publications Committee, 2001-2004.

Member, Committee on the Status of Women, 2003-2006.

Reviewer for the following refereed journals and research foundations

American Sociological Review, Israel Social Science Foundation, Journal of

Experimental Aging Research, Journal of Family and Economic Issues, Journal of Social

Psychology (consulting editor), Social Justice Research, Social Problems, Social

Psychology Quarterly, Social Science and Medicine, Sociological Inquiry, Sociology of

Education, and Women and Health.

THESIS COMMITTEES

Thesis Chair (current)
Hall, Scott.  PhD candidate in Social Psychology

Hayward, David.  PhD candidate in Social Psychology.

Jambor, Edina.  PhD candidate in Social Psychology.

Lowman, Jennifer.  MA candidate in Social Psychology.

Thesis Chair (past)

Bechtold, Deborah. PhD dissertation. “Possible Selves and Their Implications for

Minority Education.” Completed, 2000.

Bennett, Kymberly K. Ph.D. dissertation. “Explanatory Style, Gender, and Depression.”

Winner of the Graduate School Social Sciences and Humanities Dissertation Fellowship,

2001-2002. Completed, 2002.

Bennett, Patrick.  PhD dissertation.  “Prayers about Traumatic Experiences as Self-Disclosure to God: Implications for Health and Well-Being,” Completed, 2005.
Florea, Mihaela.  MA thesis.  Suicide in China: Understanding group differences from a sociological perspective.”  Completed, 2004.

Kelel, Mandie. Senior Honor’s Thesis. “Marital Stress and Health.” Completed, 1999.

Mason, W. Alex. PhD dissertation. “Impression Management, Violence, and Selfesteem:

An Interactionist Approach to Coercive Action Among Adolescent Males.”

Completed, 1998.

Stafford, Julie. MA Thesis. “Urban and Non-Urban Tribal Elders’ Views of Health and

Use of Health Care.” Completed, 1999.

Suthahar, Jana.  MA Thesis.  “Asian-Indian Women’s Views of Mental Health.”  Completed, 2004.

Wallace, Colleen. MA Thesis. “A Cross-National Comparison of Workplace Autonomy

and Voluntary Community Involvement in the U.S., Sweden, and Japan.” Completed, 

1998.
